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Philosophy of Law 
PHILOSOPHY P375 

 

Instructor: Mark Satta 

Email: msatta@iuk.edu 

Gmail: mark.satta@gmail.com 

Office Hours: By Appointment 

Class Time: TR 4:00 – 5:15 PM 

Term: Fall 2015 

Office: KO-218     Class Location: KO-201  
 

Course Description:  
This course is an investigation into the philosophical nature of law. As a human being you are 
subject to many different laws which serve a wide variety of purposes making the issues 
examined in this course highly relevant to real life. We will begin the course with a historical 
exploration of the nature of law itself and the relationship between law and morality. Later on in 
the course we will engage more specific contemporary issues in the philosophy of law including 
how justice is defined philosophically, the justification and ethical implications of punishment, 
the role of government and other agencies in setting restrictions on the freedom of citizens and 
more.  
 

Course Objectives: 

The purposes of the course include students being able to 

-Demonstrate an understanding of philosophical concepts relating to the law (e.g. law, 

property, right, punishment, contract, and responsibility)   
-Read, understand and critically assess the strength of different interpretations of 

philosophical concepts relating to the law. 

-Engage in coherent and rational discussion both verbally and in writing about topics 

related to the philosophy of law.  

-Demonstrate familiarity with and understanding of the major issues surrounding the 

philosophy of law.  

-Critically assess their own ideas, those of classmates and those of   philosophers and other 

scholars.  

-Draw connections between philosophical theories and real world situations 

and applications. 
 

Required Text: 

May, Larry, and Jeff Brown, eds. Philosophy of Law: Classic and Contemporary Readings. 

Wiley Blackwell, 2009. Print. ISBN: 978-1405183871 . Paperback. (Abbreviated as “PL” on 

the reading list below.) 
 

Grading: 

15 Short Reading Quizzes     15% (each worth 1%) 

1 In-Class “Practice Exam”     10% 

1 Paper       25% (rough draft 5%, final 20%) 

2 In-Class Exams (a midterm and a final exam)  50% (each worth 25%) 
 

Grading Scale:  

A+ = 97-100%, A=93-96%, A-=90-92%, B+=87-89%, B=83-86%, B-=80-82%,   C+=77-79%, 

C=73-76%, C-=70-72%, D+=67-69%, D=63-66%, D-=60-62%, F=59-0% 
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Reading Quizzes: Each in-class reading quiz will consist of one or two short answer 

questions designed to measure students’ understanding of the basic factual content of the 

day’s reading.  These quizzes will be given at the start of the class session and will be about 

the reading assigned for that day. There will be 15 quizzes given over the course of the 

semester. Sometimes I will announce ahead of time when there will be a quiz, but 

sometimes I may not. Missed quizzes cannot be made up without prior permission. 
 

“Practice” in-class essay exam: The majority of your grade depends on the quality of your 

written work. For many students, good philosophical and legal writing does not come 

naturally. You will take the practice exam at the end of the fourth week of class. It will have 

the same format as the midterm and final exams. The only difference is that it will be worth 

just 10% of your final grade instead of 25%. The rationale for doing the practice exam is to 

provide you with a chance to see what kind of writing is expected of you before you take 

your mid-term or final essay exams. 
 

Exams: Each exam (i.e. the practice exam, midterm and final exam) will be a period-long in-

class essay exam (although a small amount of short answer questions may be included as 

well). Details about and a review sheet for each exam will be provided well before each 

exam. In the absence of justifiable prior arrangements or cases of serious, unexpected and 

documented medical or family emergencies, all exams must be taken as scheduled.  Failure 

to do so will result in a grade of “0” for that exam. 
 

Papers: During this course you will be asked to submit a 5-10 page paper on a topic that 

we’ve discussed in class. You will be given a list of topic suggestions well in advance of the 

paper’s due date. You may either pick a topic off of that list, or if there is a specific topic 

you’d rather write on you may ask me for permission to write on that topic instead. Prior to 

submitting your paper you will submit a rough draft of the paper (the due date for that is 

contained in the reading and assignments list included below). The draft is worth 5% of 

your final grade. I will provide you with written feedback on the draft at least a week 

before the final version of the paper is due. Both your rough draft and final draft of the 

paper will be submitted electronically through Canvas. More details about my expectations 

for the paper will be provided later on. 
 

Plagiarism & Cheating: Plagiarism or cheating of any form is unacceptable and can result 

in failure of an exam and/or the course as a whole.  To make sure that you understand what 

counts as plagiarism and cheating, on the second day of class you will take a short quiz on 

plagiarism and cheating. You will continue to take this same quiz at the start of each class 

period until you get a perfect score on the quiz. The score you get on this quiz does not 

count towards your final grade. However, it is a course requirement that you either get a 

perfect score on this quiz at some point or that you take the quiz every class period for the 

entire semester. For more information on IUK’s policies on plagiarism and cheating see the 

following: http://www.indiana.edu/~code/code/responsibilities/academic/index.shtml 
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Disability: If IUK’s disability policy applies to you please notify me. For more information 

see the following website: http://iuk.edu/index/services/disability_services/default.asp 
 

Harassment: If you feel that you are being harassed in this course or elsewhere in any area 

of your life, please speak to someone about it.  You can go to your professors and they can 

help connect you with an appropriate persion to speak with at IUK. For more information 

see link number 14 on the following website:  

http://iuk.edu/index/services/academic_affairs/policies_and_procedures.asp 
 

What follows is the list of scheduled readings for the term. Readings should be completed 

by the date listed. Due dates for all major assignments (i.e. everything but the reading 

quizzes) are also listed. I reserve the right to make alternations to this list if need be 

(although I don’t anticipate doing so). Any alterations to this list will both be announced in 

class and indicated on Canvas well in advance of the date(s) modified and I will do my best 

to work with student needs should the need to make any alterations arise. 
 

Week 1: Intro 

Tuesday (8/25): Course Introduction and Overview. No reading assigned. 

Thursday (8/27): “The Case of the Speluncean Explorers” by Fuller (posted on Canvas) 

 

Week 2: Legal Reasoning 

Tuesday (9/1): “Philosophy of Law” from the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy (link and  

    PDF posted on Canvas) 

Thursday (9/3): Intro Material & “An Introduction to Legal Reasoning” by Levi (PL 1-22) 

 

Week 3: Legal Reasoning & Jurisprudence 

Tuesday (9/8): “Formalism” by Schauer (PL 32-42) 

Thursday (9/10): Jurisprudence Intro & “The Concept of Law” by Hart (PL 81-98) 

 

Week 4: Jurisprudence 

Tuesday (9/15): “The Model of Rules I” by Dworkin (PL 99-107); Review for Exam. 

Thursday (9/17): In-Class “Practice” Exam . No New Reading Assigned. 

 

Week 5: Jurisprudence 

Tuesday (9/22): “Law as Justice” by Moore (PL 108-128) 

Thursday (9/24): Continuation of “Law as Justice by Moore (PL 108-128) 

 

Week 6:Jurisprudence 

Tuesday (9/29): “The Economic Approach to Law” by Posner (PL 129-134) 

Thursday (10/1): “The Distinction between Adjudication and Legislation” by Kennedy (PL 

           136-144) 

 

Week 7: Property 

Tuesday (10/6): “Of Property” by Locke (PL 251-257) 

Thursday (10/8): “Locke’s Theory of Acquisition” by Nozick (PL 258-262) 
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Week 8: Review & Midterm 

Tuesday (10/13): Catch-up and Review Day. No New Reading Assigned. 

Thursday (10/15): In-Class Midterm Exam. No New Reading Assigned.  

 

Week 9: Criminal Law 

Tuesday (10/20): No Class. Fall Break. 

Thursday (10/22): Introduction & “On Liberty” by Mill (PL 365-376) 

 

Week 10: Criminal Law 

Tuesday (10/29): “Crime and Punishment: An Indigenous African Experience” by Aja  

           (PL 384-391) 

Thursday (10/31): “The Mind and the Deed” by Kenny (PL 392-401) 

 

Week 11: Criminal Law 

Tuesday (11/3): “Atrocity, Punishment, and International Law” by Drumbl (PL 411-422) 

Thursday (11/5): “Defending International Criminal Trials” by May (PL 423-434)  

          Paper Rough Draft due via Canvas by the end of the day. 

 

Week 12: Torts 

Tuesday (11/10): Introduction to Torts & “Causation and Responsibiltiy” by Hart and 

           Honore (PL 303-314) 

Thursday (11/12): “Sua Culpa” by Feinberg (PL 315-321) 

 

Week 13: Torts 

Tuesday (11/17): “Fairness and Utility in Tort Theory” by Fletcher (PL 322-329) 

Thursday (11/19): “A Theory of Strict Liabiltiy” by Epstein (PL 338-347) 

            Paper Final Draft due via Canvas by the end of the day. 

 

Week 14: Constitutional Law 

Tuesday (11/24): Introduction to Constitutional Law & “Constitutional Cases” by Dworkin 

        (PL 519-534) 

Thursday (11/26): Thanksgiving Day. No Class. 

 

Week 15: Constitutional Law 

Tuesday (12/2): “Does the Constitution Mean What is Always Meant?” by Munzer & Nickel 

         (PL 535-547) 

Thursday (12/4): Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) (PL 620-625) 

 

Week 16: Law & The Prison System 

Tuesday (12/9): Chapter 3 of The New Jim Crow by Alexander (posted on Canvas) 

Thursday (12/11): Chapter 4 of The New Jim Crow by Alexander (posted on Canvas) 

 

Final Exam Time: TBA 


