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Introduction to Philosophy 
PHILOSOPHY 110 

 

Instructor: Mark Satta 

Email: msatta@purdue.edu 

Office Location: Beering 7143 

Class Location: Beering 1268 

Class Time: MTWRF 11am – 12pm 

Term: Summer 2014 

Office Hours: MW 12–1 pm & by appointment Class Dates: June 16 – August 5 

 

Course Description:  

Etymologically, philosophy means “love of wisdom.” As an academic discipline, philosophy 

is the study of life’s most general and fundamental questions. Examples of philosophical 

questions include:  Of course, other disciplines address many of these questions as well. 

What makes philosophy distinct in part is its methodology. Philosophy consists of the 

rigorous examination and assessment of the reasons and arguments that can be offered in 

favor of answers to these and other questions. In this course we will be reading the works 

of philosophers from the past and present. And you will be asked to engage with these 

readings via both your written work and in-class discussion. 

 

Course Objectives: 

During the semester you are likely to encounter some views which you like and others 

which you do not like. My goal is not to convince you to adopt any particular view. Rather 

my goal is that you learn how to identify and thoughtfully consider all the positions offered 

and be able to come to well-thought-out conclusions that you are able to provide well-

supported arguments for and which you are able to clearly articulate to others. More 

generally, my aim is for you to become better critical thinkers and question askers. A 

secondary aim of the course is to give you exposure to the history of philosophy and 

philosophical terminology. 

 

Required Text: 
 

Philosophy: The Quest for Truth, 8th Edition, Louis Pojman and Lewis Vaughn (editors), 

2010, Oxford University Press, ISBN: 978-0199751792. 

 

Grading: 
 

Terminology & timeline exam: 

“Practice” in-class essay exam: 

Midterm in-class essay exam:  

Final paper rough draft: 

Final paper: 

Ten (10) in-class mini quizzes: 

Final exam:   

5% 

10%  

25% 

5% 

20% 

10%  

25% 
 

Campus Emergency Policy: In the unexpected occurrence of a major campus emergency, 

course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are subject to change.  
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Plagiarism & Cheating: Plagiarism or cheating of any form is unacceptable and can result 

in failure of an exam and/or the course as a whole.  To make sure that you understand what 

counts as plagiarism and cheating, on the second day of class you will take a short quiz on 

plagiarism and cheating. You will continue to take this same quiz at the start of each class 

period until you get a perfect score on the quiz. The score you get on this quiz does not 

count towards your final grade. However, it is a course requirement that you either get a 

perfect score on this quiz at some point or that you take the quiz every class period for the 

entire semester. Here are two useful sources of information about plagiarism and cheating: 
 

http://www.purdue.edu/odos/osrr/academicintegritybrochure.php 

http://www.purdue.edu/univregs/pages/stu_conduct/stu_regulations.html 

 

Terminology & Timeline Exam: At the end of the first week you’ll take a fill-in-the-blank 

and short answer exam testing your basic knowledge of philosophers and terms. 

 

“Practice” in-class essay exam: The majority of your grade depends on the quality of your 

written work. For many students, good philosophical writing does not come naturally. You 

will take the practice exam at the end of the second week of class. It will have the same 

format as the midterm and final exams. The only difference is that it will be worth just 10% 

of your final grade instead of 25%. The rationale for doing the practice exam is to provide 

you with a chance to see what kind of writing is expected of you before you take your mid-

term or final essay exams. 

 

Exams: Each exam (i.e. the practice exam, midterm and final exam) will be a period-long in-

class essay exam (although a small amount of short answer questions may be included as 

well). Details about and a review sheet for each exam will be provided well before each 

exam. In the absence of justifiable prior arrangements or cases of serious, unexpected and 

documented medical or family emergencies, all exams must be taken as scheduled.  Failure 

to do so will result in a grade of “0” for that exam. 

 

Quizzes:  Each in-class quiz will consist of a short amount of basic questions designed to 

measure your understanding of the day’s reading.  There will be 10 quizzes given during 

course of the semester. Sometimes I will announce ahead of time when there will be a quiz 

but sometimes I won’t. Missed quizzes cannot be made up without prior permission. 

 

Final Paper: At the end of the sixth week of class you will be asked to submit a 3-10 page 

paper on a topic that we’ve discussed in class. You will be given a list of topic suggestions 

by the end of the fourth week of the semester. You may either pick a topic off of that list, or 

if there is a specific topic you’d rather write on you may ask me for permission to write on 

that topic instead. At the end of the fifth week of class you will submit a rough draft of the 

paper. I will provide you with written feedback on the draft by the following Monday. Both 

your rough draft and final draft of the paper will be submitted electronically through 

Blackboard. More details about my expectations for the paper will be provided later on. 
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Attendance & Participation: Excellent attendance and participation can result in an 

improved final grade in borderline cases (e.g., if you are hovering between a B and a B+, 

excellent attendance and participation will result in your getting a B+). For this reason it is 

to your advantage to attend and participate, but not for this reason alone. Attendance and 

participation in class, along with doing the reading, are the best ways to prepare for the 

exams. 

 

Hat Days: During the term I may schedule “hat days.” On a hat day all your names are put 

into a hat, and when I ask a question, I will pull a name from the hat to determine who will 

answer the question. Students will be warned in advance if there is going to be a hat day. 

 

Disability Accommodation: If you have a documented disability that necessitates 

academic adjustments, you should register your needs with the Office of the Dean of 

Students and meet with me to discuss any necessary adjustments by June 20. 

 

Religious Observances: According to University policy, students requesting special 

consideration in scheduling for religious observances are expected to make their needs 

known to the instructor in advance and must be flexible in finding alternative times in 

which to fulfill their course obligations.  Please inform me at least two weeks in advance of 

such needs. 

 

Grading Scale: 

97-100: A+  87-89: B+  77-79: C+  67-69: D+ 

93-96:   A  83-86: B  73-76: C  60-66: D 

90-92:   A-  80-82: B-  70-72: C-  0-59: F 

 

What follows is the list of scheduled readings for the term. Readings should be completed 

by the date listed. Due dates for all major assignments are also listed. I reserve the right to 

make alternations to this list if need be (although I don’t anticipate doing so). Any 

alterations to this list will both be announced in class and indicated on Blackboard well in 

advance of the date(s) modified. 

 

Week 1 

Monday (6/16): No assigned reading 

Tuesday (6/17): Timeline (xvii-xx) & “What is Philosophy?” (2-5)  

Wednesday (6/18): “Excursus: A Bit of Logic” (33-40) 

Thursday (6/19): “Excursus: A Bit of Logic” (41-47) 

Friday (6/20): Excerpt from Plato’s “Apology” (6-18) TERMINOLOGY & TIMELINE EXAM 

 

Week 2 

Monday (6/23): Plato’s Allegory of the Cave (18-21) & Bertrand Russell (28-32) 

Tuesday (6/24):  The Teleological Argument for God’s Existence (90-100) 

Wednesday (6/25): Pascal’s Wager (130-134) 

Thursday (6/26): Review for Practice In-Class Exam. No New Reading 
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Friday (6/27): No New Reading. PRACTICE IN-CLASS EXAM 

 

Week 3 

Monday (6/30): Why is There Evil? (114-124) 

Tuesday (7/1): John Hick (125-129) 

Wednesday (7/2): W. K. Clifford & William James (134-148) 

Thursday (7/3): NO CLASS 

Friday (7/4): NO CLASS 

 

Week 4 

Monday (7/7):  Freedom of the Will and Determinism (399-410) 

Tuesday (7/8): Roderick Chisholm (435-442) 

Wednesday (7/9): W. T. Stace (443-449)  

Thursday (7/10): Review for Midterm. No New Reading 

Friday (7/11): No New Reading. MIDTERM EXAM 

 

Week 5 

Monday (7/14): Descartes’ First Meditation (on Blackboard) 

Tuesday (7/15): Descartes’ Second Meditation (on Blackboard) 

Wednesday (7/16): John Locke (194-206) 

Thursday (7/17): John Hospers (218-226) 

Friday (7/18): David Christensen’s “Disagreement as Evidence” (on Blackboard) 

  FINAL PAPER ROUGH DRAFT DUE 

 

Week 6 

Monday (7/21): Rene Descartes & Gilbert Ryle (281-299) 

Tuesday (7/22): Thomas Nagel’s “What is it Like to be a Bat?” (325-333)  

Wednesday (7/23): John Searle (346-354) 

Thursday (7/24): Personal Identity & John Locke (360-369) 

Friday (7/25): David Hume and “Questions to King Milinda” (365-375). FINAL PAPER DUE  

 

Week 7 

Monday (7/28): Ethics, Ruth Benedict & James Rachels (473-492)   

Tuesday (7/29): Plato’s Ring of Gyges (492-498) 

Wednesday (7/30): John Stuart Mill’s Utilitarianism (537-544) 

Thursday (7/31): Immanuel  Kant’s Moral Law (525-537) 

Friday (8/1): Aristotle’s Virtue Ethics (505-515) 

 

Week 8 

Monday (8/4): Virginia Held’s Ethics of Care (515-525)  

Tuesday (8/5): Review for Final Exam. No New Reading. 

 

FINAL EXAM: Time TBA. 

 


