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Introduction to Ethics 
PHILOSOPHY 111 

 

Instructor: Mark Satta 

Email: msatta@purdue.edu 

Office Location: Beering 7154 

Class Location: Beering 1230 

Class Time: MWF 10:30 – 11:20 

Term: Spring 2013 

Office Hours: Mon 1:30–2:30 & by appointment Class Dates: January 7 – April 27 

 

Course Description: 
 

Ethics is the philosophical study of how we ought to live and act. It addresses questions 

such as “What does the good life for human beings look like?”, “What moral obligations do 

we have to ourselves and to others?”, “Why should I be moral?” and “Are there any 

objective moral facts?” Over the course of the semester, we will attempt to answer these 

and other questions by reading and discussing some of the central texts in the history of 

ethics including works from Plato, Aristotle, Immanuel Kant and John Stuart Mill. We will 

also be addressing several specific contemporary ethical issues by reading the works of 

contemporary philosophers and writers. During the semester you are likely to encounter 

some ideas and positions which you like and others which you do not like. My goal is not to 

convince you to adopt any particular view, rather my goal is that you learn how to identify 

and thoughtfully consider all the positions offered and be able to come to well-thought-out 

conclusions that you are able to provide well-supported arguments for and which you are 

able to clearly articulate to others.  

 

Required Texts: 
 

The Ethical Life: Fundamental Readings in Ethics and Moral Problems, 2nd Edition, Russ 

Shafer-Landau (editor), 2011, Oxford University Press, ISBN: 978-0199773527, 

(abbreviation: EL). 
 

The Nicomachean Ethics, Aristotle (author), Lesley Brown (editor), W. D. Ross (translator), 

Oxford University Press, ISBN: 978-0199213610, (abbreviation in scheduled reading list: 

NE). 
 

Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Moral, 2nd Edition, Immanuel Kant (author), Mary Gregor 

and Jens Timmerman (translators) Cambridge University Press, 2012, ISBN: 978-

1107401068 (abbreviation: GW). 
 

Utilitarianism, 2nd edition, John Stuart Mill (author), George Sher (editor), Hackett 

Publishing Company,  ISBN: 978-0872206052, (abbreviation: U). 
 

Handouts (to be handed out in class and/or posted on Blackboard) 

 

Grading: 
 

Three (3) in-class essay exams: 

Frequent short in-class quizzes:  

25% each 

25% total
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Campus Emergency Policy: In the unexpected occurrence of a major campus emergency, 

course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are subject to change.  

 

Cheating & Plagiarism: Plagiarism or cheating of any form is unacceptable and can result 

in failure of an examination and/or the course as a whole. Here are two places to look for 

additional information on the issue: 

 

http://www.purdue.edu/odos/osrr/academicintegritybrochure.php 

http://www.purdue.edu/univregs/pages/stu_conduct/stu_regulations.html 

 

Exams: Each exam will be a period-long in-class essay exam (although a small amount of 

short answer questions may be included as well). Details about and a review sheet for each 

exam will be provided well before each exam. The final exam for this course is the third of 

these exams. In the absence of justifiable prior arrangements or cases of serious, 

unexpected and documented medical or family emergencies, all exams must be taken as 

scheduled.  Failure to do so will result in a grade of “0” for that exam. 

 

Quizzes:  Each in-class quiz will consist of several short answer and/or multiple choice 

questions designed to measure students’ factual understanding of the day’s reading.  There 

will be roughly 20 quizzes given over the course of the semester. Sometimes I will 

announce ahead of time when there will be a quiz but sometimes I won’t. 

 

Attendance & Participation: Excellent attendance and participation can result in an 

improved final grade in borderline cases (e.g., if you are hovering between a B and a B+, 

excellent attendance and participation will result in your getting a B+). For this reason it is 

to your advantage to attend and participate, but not for this reason alone. Attendance and 

participation in class, along with doing the reading, are the best ways to prepare for the 

exams. 

 

Disability Accommodation: If you have a documented disability that necessitates 

academic adjustments, you should register your needs with the Office of the Dean of 

Students and meet with me to discuss any necessary adjustments by Feb 1. 

 

Religious Observances: According to University policy, students requesting special 

consideration in scheduling for religious observances are expected to make their needs 

known to the instructor in advance and must be flexible in finding alternative times in 

which to fulfill their course obligations.  Please inform me at least two weeks in advance of 

such needs. 

 

Final Exam: time TBA (the final exam counts as the third in-class exam; aka: EXAM 3). 

 

What follows is the list of schedule readings for the semester. Readings should be 

completed by the date listed. I reserve the right to make alternations to this reading list if 

need be (although I don’t anticipate doing so). Any alterations to this reading list will both 

be announced in class and indicated on Blackboard well in advance of the date(s) modified. 
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Scheduled Reading List: (reading should be completed by the date listed) 

 

Week 1 

Monday (1/7): No reading assigned 

Wednesday (1/9): Excerpt from the Euthyphro (pg. 63-71 in EL) 

Friday (1/11): Logic Handout (on Blackboard) 

 

Week 2 

Monday (1/14): Book II of The Republic (on Blackboard) 

Wednesday (1/16): NE Book I 

Friday (1/18): NE Book II 

 

Week 3 

Monday (1/21): MLK Day! NO CLASS 

Wednesday (1/23): NE Book III 

Friday (1/25): NE Book III (continued) 

 

Week 4 

Monday (1/28): NE Book VII 

Wednesday (1/30): NE Book VIII 

Friday (2/1): NE Book IX 

 

Week 5 

Monday (2/4): NE Book X 

Wednesday (2/6): Review Session, no new reading. 

Friday (2/8): EXAM 1 

 

Week 6 

Monday (2/11): GW Introduction, pg. ix - xvii 

Wednesday (2/13): GW Preface & Section 1, pg. 3-20 

Friday (2/15): GW Section 2, pg. 21-35 (up until 4:424) 

 

Week 7 

Monday (2/18): GW Section 2, pg. 35-55 

Wednesday (2/20): GW Section 3, pg. 56-64 

Friday (2/22): U Chapters 1 & 2, pg. 1-26 

 

Week 8 

Monday (2/25): U Chapters 3 & 4, pg. 27-41 

Wednesday (2/27): U Chapter 5, pg. 42-64 

Friday (3/1): J. J. C. Smart’s “Extreme and Restricted Utilitarianism (EL pg. 92-102) 
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Week 9 

Monday (3/4): excerpts from Brave New World & “The Experience Machine” (EL pg. 27-36) 

Wednesday (3/6): Review Session, no new reading 

Friday (3/8): EXAM 2 

 

SPRING BREAK! NO CLASS 

  

Week 10 

Monday (3/18): “The Subjectivity of Values” (EL pg. 188-197) 

Wednesday (3/20): “Realism” (EL pg, 207-216) 

Friday (3/22): “Cultural Relativism” (EL pg. 198-206) 

 

Week 11 

Monday (3/25): “The Singer Solution to World Poverty” (EL pg. 229-236) 

Wednesday (3/27): “Puppies, Pigs and People” (EL pg. 307-322) 

Friday (3/29): “America’s Unjust Drug War” (EL pg. 421-435) 

 

Week 12 

Monday (4/1): “The Morality of Euthanasia” & “The Survival Lottery” (EL pg. 266-281) 

Wednesday (4/3): “Should the Ticking Bomb Terrorist Be Tortured?” (EL pg.  293-306) 

Friday (4/5):”Justifying Legal Punishment” & “What Do Grown Children Owe Their 

Parents?” (EL pg. 388-397 & 450-456) 

 

Week 13 

Monday (4/8): Selections from Kierkegaard (on Blackboard) 

Wednesday (4/10): Selections from Nietzsche (on Blackboard) 

Friday (4/12): “What is Feminist Ethics?” (EL pg. 150-164) & MacKinnon’s “Women’s 

September 11th” (on Blackboard) 

 

Week 14 

Monday (4/15): Frankfurt’s “Freedom of the Will and the Concept of a Person” (on 

Blackboard) 

Wednesday (4/17): van Inwagen’s “Moral Responsibility, Determinism, and the Ability to 

Do Otherwise” (on Blackboard) 

Friday (4/19): Strawson’s “The Impossibility of Moral Responsibility” (on Blackboard) 

 

Week 15 

Monday (4/22): “The Ethics of Respect for Nature” & “Ideals of Human Ethics and 

Preserving Natural Environments” (EL pg. 323-350) 

Wednesday (4/24): Selection from Aldo Leopold (on Blackboard) 

Friday (4/26): Review Session, no new reading. 

 

Final Exam: TBA 


