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PHIL 120: Critical Thinking 
Course Syllabus 

 

Instructor: Mark Satta 

Email: msatta@purdue.edu 

Office Location: Beering 7139 

Office Hours: By Appointment 

Class Type: Distance Learning 

Term: Summer 2015

 

Course Description: The primary objective of this course is to provide you with a set of 

skills to help you reason well.  
 

Those skills include (among other things) a basic understanding of the principles governing 

deductive and inductive logic, the ability to distinguish arguments from non-arguments, the 

ability to evaluate the strength of an argument and to communicate that evaluation clearly, 

the ability to identify bad arguments and the features that make them bad, and a 

knowledge of what principles to use and to avoid when constructing your own arguments.  
 

One of the useful things about the critical thinking skills taught in this course is that they 

can be applied to any subject matter. In this course we will seek to develop these skills by 

engaging with a diverse set of issues including contemporary issues in popular culture, 

perennial questions from the history of philosophy and science, and problems in ethics.  

 

Required Text: 

Merilee H. Salmon (2012), Introduction to Logic and Critical Thinking (6th Edition), 

Wadsworth Publishing, ISBN: 978-1133049753  

 

Grading: 

Five (5) Homework assignments  10% of the course grade (2% each) 

Five (5) Quizzes    50% of the course grade (10% each) 

Two (2) Exams    40% of the course grade (20% each) 

 

Grading Scale: 

98-100: A+  87-89: B+  77-79: C+  67-69: D+ 

93-97: A  83-86: B  73-76: C  63-66: D 

90-92: A-  80-82: B-  70-72: C-  0-62: F 

 

Disability Accommodation: If you have a documented disability that necessitates 

academic adjustments, you should register your needs with the Office of the Dean of 

Students and email me to discuss any necessary adjustments by June 20. 

 

Religious Observances: According to University policy, students requesting special 

consideration in scheduling for religious observances are expected to make their needs 

known to the instructor in advance and must be flexible in finding alternative times in 

which to fulfill their course obligations.  Please inform me at least two weeks in advance of 

such needs (the obvious exception being observances within the first two weeks of class). 
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Campus Emergency Policy: In the unexpected occurrence of a major campus emergency, 

course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are subject to change.  

 

Cheating: Cheating of any form is unacceptable and can result in failure of an exam and/or 

the course as a whole.  Information about cheating can be found here: 
 

http://www.purdue.edu/odos/osrr/academicintegritybrochure.php 

http://www.purdue.edu/univregs/pages/stu_conduct/stu_regulations.html 

 

Quizzes and Exams: There will be a total of five quizzes throughout the semester and two 

exams (i.e. a midterm and a final). Each quiz is worth 10% of your grade. Each exam is 

worth 20%. Quiz and exam dates are indicated on the weekly schedule below. Quizzes and 

exams will be made available on Blackboard at the start of the week in which they are 

assigned (by 5pm on that Monday) and will remain open until the end of the day the 

following Sunday (i.e. 11:59pm on the Sunday occurring six days after the quiz or exam is 

made available).  
 

Quizzes will usually be comprised mostly of multiple choice and true/false questions. 

However, there may also be short answer questions. For instance, you may be asked to 

reconstruct and evaluate an argument from a passage (e.g. a newspaper editorial or public 

policy debate) or to solve a logic puzzle. The only differences between the quizzes and the 

exams are that the exams will be longer and will have a greater emphasis on short answer 

questions. Quizzes and exams will likely contain some questions taken directly from the 

readings, slideshows and video lectures. 

 

Homework Assignments: There will be a total of five homework assignments throughout 

the semester. They will usually be assigned on the same weeks as the quizzes. The primary 

goal of the homework assignments will be to help you prepare for the quizzes. The 

structure of the homework assignments will be similar to the quizzes. The only difference 

is that you may redo homework assignments as many times as you’d like to try and 

improve your score and there is no time limit on the homework assignments. Like the 

quizzes and exams, all homework assignments will be available through Blackboard.  

 

Weekly Folders and Checklists: At the start of each week I will post a new folder on 

Blackboard with relevant content for that week. (For example, at the start of the third week 

of the term I will add a folder called “Week 3” which will contain content relevant to the 

third week of the term.) Among the things included in the weekly folders will be a 

document called the “Weekly Checklist.” The Weekly Checklist will list any and all readings 

or other assignments due that week as well as information on how to access the relevant 

assignments. If you do everything on the checklist, you will be doing everything that’s 

required of you. I would recommend referring to the checklists often to make sure that you 

are not missing anything. (If it would be helpful feel free to print out the checklists each 

week and cross off assignments as you go.) 

 

Extra Credit: Depending on student interest, I may give optional extra credit assignments. 
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Reading & Assignment Schedule: The following is a schedule outlining what readings 

from the textbook will be assigned each week along with any graded assignments due that 

week. (There may be additional non-graded assignments as well like reading a particular 

editorial or news clip. Any such additional assignments will be listed on the Weekly 

Checklist for that week.) 

 

Week 1 (starting 6/15): Introduction and Chapter 1 of Salmon (pages 1-46). During this 

week (and in all weeks following) doing the exercises in the book is optional. Do the exercises 

to the extent that you think it will help you understand the material and prepare for the 

quizzes and exams. If you want recommendations on which exercises to focus on, you may 

email me and I’ll be happy to provide you with recommendations/additional information. 

Homework 1, Quiz 1. 

 

Week 2 (starting 6/22): Chapter 2 of Salmon (pages 47-76) Homework 2, Quiz 2. 

 

Week 3 (starting 6/29): Chapter 3 of Salmon (pages 77-108) Homework 3, Quiz 3. 

 

Week 4 (starting 7/6): Chapter 8 of Salmon (pages 297-349) Exam 1. 

 

Week 5 (starting 7/13): Chapter 9 of Salmon (pages 350-390) Homework 4, Quiz 4. 

 

Week 6 (starting 7/20): Chapter 4 of Salmon (pages 109-166) Homework 5.  

 

Week 7 (starting 7/27): Chapter 6 of Salmon (217-253) Quiz 5. 

 

Week 8 (starting 8/3): Chapter 7 of Salmon (254-296) Exam 2. 

 
 


